starbulletin.com | News | /2008/01/21/

This Week's

BEST DEALS

On Laptops

and Computers

RollOver —

Info | Mobile Edition | Corrections | Calendars | Movies
Obituaries | Vital Stats | Weather | Surf | Subscribe

[_autos |jobs [ homes ]
[ newspaper ads [ travel]

quicklinks
= Classifieds
= Newspaper Ads

= Government Section

SPECIAL SECTIONS

= Island Homes
= Food For Thought

the

BIG
[ Reader Poil_ W

Who should be the
starting quarterback
for the UH football
team?

Back Issues

(1996-Present)
M|TIWI|T|F|S|S

Sections

Local News
Features
Sports
Business
Editorial

Travel (Sunday)
Corrections
Blogs

Gallery
Calendars
Movies

Special Packages

Subscribe
Newsstands
Directory
Freelancers
E-Mail Headlines
RSS/XML

Subscribe
to the
Print Edition

%

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Classifieds

Autos

Island Homes

Jobs

Government Section
Bidding Advantage
Advertise

T T TEYEETIT I

$693.99 rr BUY NOW
HP PAVILION NOTEBOOK Turion 64 X2
Dual-Core Mobile Technology, ATE4X2-1.86,
1024MB, 160 GB,14.1" WXGA, 5:1 Card
Reader, NVIDIA GeForce, DVD+-RW,

P

» Lowest Prices
» Top Brands
> Free Shipping

Stars-Bulletin

Vol. 13, Issue 21 - Monday, January 21, 2008

Search

COURTESY OF LOKELANI OHANA

Lokelani Ohana group members and volunteers including group
founder Christina Chang (pink shirt) and her daughter Angelica
(green shirt) celebrate a harvest of corn on a modest plot with
organic farmer Vincent Mina and his wife, Irene.

Cultivating acceptance

The developmentally disabled blossom under

the auspices of a Maui farm program

By Gary T. Kubota
gkubota@starbulletin.com

WAILUKU » Christina Chang said she began a farming program for
the developmentally disabled on the Valley Isle after her daughter
with autism responded well to a similar program in Pennsylvania.

The volunteer-driven program, called the Lokelani Ohana, offers a
hopeful new approach in the care of people with autism, Down
syndrome, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and other
neurological conditions. Most adults with those disabilities live at

home with aging parents.

"Our vision is to create an agricultural-based farming community
living together with people of special needs, offering opportunities
for individuals to be themselves, be accepted for who they are and

share friendships and love," Chang said.

On a 1-acre farm in Waihee, the ohana members grow organic
sweet potatoes, bananas, ulu, star fruit, avocados and various

herbs, including mamaki tea.

The nonprofit group, which held opening ceremonies last month,
hopes to increase awareness about the developmentally disabled in
Hawaii and to raise money toward expanding services.
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Chang said 70 percent of adults with developmental disabilities are
living with their parents. Affordable housing is even more of an issue Tools
for people with special needs, she added.

Email this article
The nonprofit Arc of Maui, which has operated for more than 50
years on Maui, has four group homes on the Valley Isle, providing
housing for the developmentally disabled in a residential setting as
well as job training mainly in the service industry.
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Chang said her group recently received a grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to assist in farming the land. She is
managing the farm with advice from volunteer mentor Patrick
Moser, an organic farmer.

They are planning on clearing more land and cultivating wet- and
dry-land taro as well as tropical flowers.

Chang said in addition to the organic farming program, Lokelani
Ohana has a "saori" weaving program directed by artist Dana Allen
at the Cameron Center, and both the weaving and farm program
have about 65 participants.

She said other volunteers are in charge of recreational and
educational programs.

Chang said the site includes farm-related structures and one house
occupied by herself and her daughter. One of the group's goals is to
acquire 10 to 40 acres of land to expand their services and establish
more "life-sharing homes" where more developmentally disabled
could live in an extended family setting, she said.

Anyone who is interested in learning more about Lokelani Ohana is
invited to view their Web site at www.lokelaniohana.org or call
Christina Chang at 249-0254.
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