
Lokelani óOhana Waiheôe 

Farm perpetuates the Ha-

waiian Culture with growing 

22 indigenous species of taro 

[kalo].  With our grant assis-

tance from The Kent and 

Polli Smith fund last year, we 

hired taro ex-

pert Bobby 

Pahia to men-

tor us in restor-

ing the taro 

patches.  Bobby delivered 

350 lehua huli that were  culti-

vated by Betsill brothers and 

Bobby donated 650 huli of 

indigenous varieties. Our 

farm manager and wwoofing 

crew had  

spent weeks 

clearing the 

land of cane 

and haole koa  to receive the 

huli.   Lokelani  then worked 

with our USDA team and 

Bobby  to expand our irriga-

tion system utilizing the ku-

leana water that comes from 

the valley.  Historically this 

land  farmed wet land taro.  

Now, due to 

the water be-

ing  partially 

diverted we 

are limited to growing only 

dry land taro.  We are legally 

active in supporting the 

stream flow to be returned to 

Maui.  Water in Hawaii is a 

public trust resource: http://

www.earthjustice.org/

our_work/campaigns/restore-

stream-flow.html  No Be Lolo, 

Restore Stream Flow!   

Angelica Chang and her 

mother, Christina, also pro-

vided testimony to Maui 

Countyôs Planning Commis-

sion advocating to restore the 

stream flow, keep ag land ag 

and include ahupua practices 

of developing within the natu-

ral resources.  Angelicaôs 

PDF presentation can be 

seen on our website:  

www.lokelaniohana.org    

Malia Laôa Kea Chang  and 

Lokelani óOhana Waiheôe 

Presentation 7 21 2009.  

The Waiheôe Farm, after pro-

viding taro to itôs residents, 

family and  

friends sold, 

1300 hundred 

pounds of taro 

grown on just 

a half acre.   

Our non profit 

sold the biody-

namically 

grown taro to 

Down to 

Earth, Simply 

Healthy Café 

and Mana 

Foods. One 

box even went 

to Maui De-

lights to make 

chips! 

Easter Seals 

Medicaid 

Waiver Program  Clients 

have been  enjoying Loke-

laniôs organic gardening pro-

gram for two years.  They 

weed, plant,& harvest  fruits, 

vegetables, cotton & flowers.  

 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Lokelani óOhana invited to 
present at the Hawaiian 
Families as allies Confer-
ence on Oahu 

¶ Sergie Prokofieff visits from 
Switzerland  

¶ Two board members become 
certified in Compassionate 
Caring Course with Vitec 
and Aging with Aloha 

¶ Lokelani óOhana participates 
in the 14th Disability Alli-
ance Legislative Forum 

Lokelani óOhana Testifies for Non GMO Taro 
at Maui County Council Meeting  

A bill pro-

hibiting 

genetically 

modified 

taro in 

Maui 

County 

received 

final approval Friday by the 

Maui County Council. The taro 

bill prohibits anyone from test-

ing, propagating, growing or 

introducing genetically engi-

neered or modified taro, or kalo, 

within Maui County. Council-

member's voted 9-0 to approve 

the ban, 

saying they believed taro's cul-

tural and spiritual significance to 

Native Hawaiians was more 

important than any other factor. 

Mayor Charmaine Tavares said 

after the vote that she would 

support the ban. See 

Inside this issue:  

 Maui Ag Festival 2 

Moving Across Community 2 

Compassionate Caring 2 

Community Inspirations 2 

Saori Weaving  3 

Sergei Prokofieff visits  3 

Maui Disability Alliance 3 

Winter Solstice  

December 21, 2009  

Lokelani óOhana 2009  
Newsletter  


